MCGFC Costume Gontest Rules

¢ All contestants must have made or significantly altered at least 60% of their
costume to he eligible for a major craftsmanship award. Store hought or
commissioned costumes will not be eligihle for a craftsmanship prize, hut may
he awarded an exhibition or judges award.

e Children 12 and under are not required to make the majority of their costume,
hut if they assisted in its construction, that information should he presented at
the time of pre- judging

o All contestants must he a registered attendee of Memphis Comic and Fantasy
Con.

¢ Any genre of costume is welcome.

o All entrants are asked to bring the following:

1. A completed cosplay contest entry form. If entering as a group, all
members names must he listed. Forms will he availahle at the convention.

2. A reference picture of the character being portrayed, preferahly a color
print. Hand drawn images will not be accepted unless the costume is an
original design. A reference image is required for the judges to properly
score entries. Do not assume that the judges will know all characters heing
presented.

3. All children 12 and under must he accompanied hy a parent/guardian at all
times during pre-judging and the stage presentation.

¢ No costume is no costume. Please rememher that Memphis Comic and Fantasy
Con is a family friendly convention, and all costumes should reflect that. Any
costume with less coverage than a full backed bikini will not be allowed to
compete. If you have a question ahout your costume’s eligihility, please email
mehdiaraiise@gmail.com with photos of the costume for approval.




No skits allowed due to time restrictions.

No real weapons will he allowed in the competition or inside Memphis Comic
and Fantasy Con. Any prop gun that has the abhility to fire cannot he loaded or
fired during the presentation. If a sword is carried, it must stay sheathed at all
times.

Live animals will not be allowed to participate, with the exception of seeing-
eye dogs if required by the contestant.

Electrical power connections will not he provided. If your costume requires
power, it must be part of your costume design.

Any contestant with a larger costume may bring a handler to assist if
necessary.

Each participant will have a chance to show off their costume in a catwalk
style presentation. To participate, each contestant must register and he pre-
judged. Failure to do so will result in disqualification from the contest.

An entrant may enter the competition using a model. The entrant must he
present at the time of judging and state that the person wearing the costume
is a model, not the creator. Only one modeled costume per entrant.

Judges may inspect the construction of each costume closely. Please inform
them at the time of registration if you are not comfortahle with this.

The contest director reserves the right to exclude any costume from the show
that he/she deems inappropriate or for any reason deemed to he sufficient.

Any costume that has won a Major award (i.e. Best in Show, Best Group, or
Best Master) in another competition may not be entered into the contest.



Dismissal and Disqualification: Don’t Let it Happen to You!

While it is MCFC’s policy to try to reach an amicahle solution to any challenges during
the Cosplay Contest, the department does maintain certain conditions in which a
contestant may become disqualified, banned from future competitions, and escorted
off of the convention floor.

o Contestants who are found to have purposely misled the judges on either the
construction of their costume or on their level of experience and skill in order
to compete in a lower-division will be immediately disqualified. In the cases
where this is not discovered until after the competition has ended, the
contestant will be hanned from participating in future MCFC Cosplay Contests.

o Contestants who are found to have presented a commissioned costume or a
store-hought, mass-produced costume as a constructed costume will be
immediately disqualified. In the cases where this is not discovered until after
the competition has ended, the contestant will he banned from participating in
future MCFC Cosplay Contests.

¢ Any contestant who displays nudity on stage during the Cosplay Contest will he
disqualified and dismissed.

o Contestants who make profane, political, religious or any other disruptive
statements, including through the use of signage or clothing, during the
Cosplay Contest will he disqualified and dismissed.

¢ Any contestant displaying physical or verhally abusive hehavior to any MICFC
Staff members and volunteers, judges, other competitors, or convention
attendees will be disqualified, dismissed from the Cosplay Contest, and hanned
from future competitions. Extremely serious infractions will result in having
convention membership revoked and being escorted off the premises.



¢ Any contestant who fires a projectile from the stage during the Cosplay
Contest will be disqualified.

o Contestants are discouraged from performing any acrohatics on stage for
safety reasons. This includes hut is not limited to flips, kicks, and high jumps.
Performing a maneuver that was not approved hy the MCFC Director may result
in a disqualification.

¢ The use of explosive devices is expressly prohibited. The use of one hy a
contestant will result in disqualification and dismissal from the Cosplay
Contest.

o Contestants who are visibly intoxicated will not he allowed to participate in the
Cosplay Contest. Any contestant found to be intoxicated during the contest will

he dismissed and disqualified.

e The Director and other executive level MCFC staff maintain the right to dismiss
and disqualify contestants for reasons that are not expressly listed here.

Description of Categories

MASTER: Professional creators or anyone who has won at least five major awards in
contests. Anyone may enter, regardless of numher of past awards.

JOURNEYMAN: Anyone who has won at least one, hut no more than five major contest
awards.

NOVICE: Anyone who has never won an award in a contest.

YOUTH: Ages 13-17 may enter and need to have made/helped make or modified at
least parts of their costumes.



KIDS 12 & UNDER: These competitors don’t have to have crafted any of their costume,
hut it should be pointed out if they did.

PROP/ARMOR: This can he a focus on a single item or armor crafted hy the entrant.

WWIG/MAKEUP: This can he a focus on wig styling or detailed makeup done by the
entrant.

EXHIBITION: Anyone wishing to show off their hought, commissioned, or closet
cosplay. This will he judged on presence and how much the entrant emhodies their
character.

JUDGES AWARDS: The judges can choose a winner from any category as their
personal pick.




